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The  Significance  for  Canadian  History  of  the  \Vo,k  of  The  Board  of 
Historical  PiihUratinns 


Rv  .\ii\M  SiiMKi  I,  i.l  .1)  ,  C.M.C..,  F.K.S.C. 
(Ue.nl  May  Mcclinij,  V)\')) 

It  has  b<'(ii  K  iii.irkfd  lidin  tiim  to  time,  not  without  a  sub-acid 
implication  a>  to  tlu-  nun  ril,iti\  it>-  nl  lustorical  Scienif,  that  cverv 
•  lire  dcmaiuls  thu  rtwritiiii,'  of  history  !<>  suit  its  chan^'iuK  tastes  and 
shifting  interests.  Tlirre  is  a  sense  in  which  this  is  not  only  ([uite  true 
hut  is  proof,  also,  of  tlu-  proijress  of  civilization  and  of  the  hroadciiinR 
interests  of  hunianiiv .  in  Shakespearo's  time, and  earlier,  it  wa-  li.id 
form  to  treat  serioii>ly  tin-  Inwtr  orders  of  society  otherwisi'  than  as 
iieci'ss.iry  servaiit>  ,iiid  dcpiiuU'nts  of  the  nobler  orders  of  huinanity. 
Hi(i.i(l-miiiili  (I  .ind  \(r-,iiile  as  he  was,  Shakespeare  himself  shows  no 
intt'rest  in  ilie  lot  of  labourers,  [x-asantry,  and  pett\-  tradesmen. 
Their  usefulness  and  f"idelit\-  to  th<ir  masters  are  tre.ited  as  of  nuicli 
the  same  nature  as  those  of  the  do^  or  the  horse.  The  more  important 
\irtues  and  the  more  intcro<;tinc  \illainio-;  are  all  reserxcd  for  the  hiirher 
orders  of  -(vri(i\-.  Wjtli  thiir  died-  and  inisdi'id-  .iKmc  mtIhu^ 
history-  is  ((nutrried.  So  far  lia\e  we  tr,i\tlled  since  then,  however. 
that  we  scetn  alre.idy  to  hav(  fiassed  well  into  the  rippd^ite  (lu.irter. 
\Vc  may  e\fii  he  iinline(l  td  I. ike  serioii--l\'  tin-  rr-iwhilr  f.icetioiis 
.ipiK-al  "Spurn  not  tli>'  uobK  liorii.  nor  th<'  wcll-idiuii  ried  treat  with 
^rorn."  Xow-.i-days,  to  W  siithcientK'  pour  to  Ix'  .d'llirted  by  the 
hiijh  cost  of  living,  is  prima  facie  e\idtncc  of  \iriiif.  And  >(t  there 
inav  be  those  who  ca;]  remember  win  n  il  \\,i^  no  p.irtii  iilar  li-.;r.i(-e 
In  be  rich. 

In  the  tr.iii-itii  III  fiom  ciiu'  cpf  iht-e  •■\treni<  -  In  the  nllier.  iii-tnry 
ha-  been  continually  broadening'  its  senpe.  It  is  to  hi~tor\  in  its  most 
disinteresteei  torm-  -.i  bro.id  ,tnd  imp.irti.il  presentation  of  conditions 
as  they  have  .ictiuilK  ile\-cin]icd  ih.ii  we  niav  \rt  h,i\i'  m  appeal 
to  save  us  front  man\-  wild  [)h,i>es  of  ecoiKnnii-  and  -(Jii.il  doctrine. 
A  stud>-  nl  lii-t(ir\-  in  it-  broadest  sense  is  -ini])l\  'he  intelliu'ent 
appraiseiiu  III  nf  the  de\-elo[)nient  nl  ,i  pi  nplc  <ir  a  n.ilimi.  imt  iner.'ly 
in  its  fiutw.ird  political  ,ind  inti  rnalinn.il  rel.itidn,-,  but  e\in  more 
[),irti(  ularly  in  it-  sdci.ii,  ei  cm  miir.  .ind  intellectual  proiiress.  It 
involves  .i  cle.ir-visioned  prisent.ition  i>f  tlu'  v.iried  exiXTiences 
through  whi<-h  [x-oples  or  n.itions  Ikim-  p,i--ed  in  the  con-t,int  attempts 
to  inipriixe  iheir  condition  indi\  i(hMll\  and  ci  illccliv  el\  .  ll  presents 
the  null  cmie  in  tailurc  or  success  of  the  numeri'U-  and  varied  exix-ri- 
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imni>  whidi  (nnmiuiiiii,-.  h.is..  m.i.k.  in  xitlinK  iiiw  o.uiitrii>  .,i„l 
111  rcluciiiK  the  rtlaiivtiy  iinpr.Mliiiliw  wihUrness  to  a  fruitful  l.asis 
for  life,  rolativi-  (omf<irt.  an.l  ovt-n  whal  the  Iramors  of  the  I),-,  laration 
of  lM(k-|H-nikTUT,  with  wiM-  restraint.  calUd   'ihv  pursuit  ..f  h,.|.|.i,uss." 
Ill  this  r<)nnr(  ti..ii  it  tract-s  tho  xrowih  ..f  the  varir.l  in-i  ii„tiui,s 
whu-li  n.i.stitulc  thf  articulated  skelet.-n  .,f  s„,ietv  whi.  h  Mi|.,,nr.s 
the  flexible  sfM-iai  and  en.uoniic  life  whi.h  il..the>  it   with   tlesh    in.j 
I.Innd,  making  of  it  a  iiviuu  i.<«ly:  sulijeet.  however,  unfortunat'elv 
to  all  the  d.^ax's  whirl,  affli.i   the>e  n.arxellous  livinK  meehanisniV 
AmonK    ih.-    li,niMli,.,Ml    U,nn>    ihn.uKh    which    the   deveJopinK   com- 
nuinity  pa^-n...  «•,.  h,,v.-  th.^  change  fnmi  a  cnndiii..n  of  pudoniinantly 
rural  to  one  ol  pred.miinanlly  urban  life.     Here  we  trace  ,|„.  rise  „V 
the  artisan   and   traciinu  classes,   tli,-  d.v,l,,pMi,„t    ol    ■ndii-liv   nn   a 
larRc  scale.   ,md    the  consequent  .•niert;ence   .,1    th,„c   dread    f,u  tor. 
the  capitalist,  the  financier,  the  raiiwa>-  kin^.  and  all  th..-e  hii-h  an.l 
iniKhly  potentates  of  we.ilth,  w'lo  can  l.m   ih.-.r  wav  iiuu,,],,,,,,,   any- 
thiiiK.  .iiKl  <'ven  nccaMon.illy  ou,    ,f  it  anai,,.     Ind,,  d.  -,,  .,,mplev  has 
iH^come  lln~  nmd, m  industrial  and  f.n.incial  l.AUnv  ,,f  societ-    ..n.l  s., 
far-reachiMK  Hs  r..|.,ii..ns.  thai  .ven  the  .■ontrollin«  factors  in  it  l,,n,. 
lost  trace  ot  the  re.il  rel..ti(,Ms  an.l  c..nnections  of  th,.  pan.  „,,l,  ,.  „  j, 
other        lakmn   advantage    ..I    this    .^viier,,!    iL:i,or,ii,rr    ..|    ni,tin„s 
sev.'tal    ,„«■    f.ictors,    with    the   ,, vowed    purpose    ot    pn,„,oli,m    th,,,- 
sc<-t,.,nal   interests,  haxv  un.l.Ttak.-n   I.,  ,letiv  slontiv  wli.tl   haxr  I,,.,-,, 
loilK  aca.ple.1  .,s  at  1,-as,   I  „„,la„u„tal  trlalin,,-.     Th.N   ,■,„„,■  |,„w  „d 
wi-h  s„.e..ptn,lv  r.tdicl   p,.,|„,-i,„ ..-  t,.r  ,eadjusti„K'  v.iiues  ,.nd  .on- 
nee,,,,,,..  ,|„.,.,ter,  ,,|  whirl,  sh,,||  |„.  „  .  eli,nin,„e  all  th,-  tnore  s„ecess- 
tul  economic  niaKn,,i. -,  and,  ,  \,n  uiih,.,,,   ,1„.  |,,, mains   n|  s.-lji,, 
they  ha\c,  to  ,r,\,.  j,   ,,,  ,|„.  p,,,,,. 

\ow  ,1„.  ,,„K  sa,,s|ar„,rx  app,  a!  In  all  s,„.|,  .,,.,..  \n,^^r,■n  ,l,os,. 
who  would  rel.iin  a,,d  ,h.,s..  „!,..  u,,nld  ah,,lis|,  ,|„.  pr,-,,,,  ,T,,n,,nnr 
and  social  orders,  is  ,|„.  ,,p|,..a|  „,  hi.,,,^,,  ,|,„,.  ,|„|  ,,„,^,,  ,.,„„|,|,,^ 
slr„r,„n.s  e,-ow  up.'  \\  l,.„  ,h,,„tes  haxe  ,|„.v  nnd.r^,,,,,.  „,  ,|,..  pr,,. 
ce.ss.'  An.l.  so  |,,r  as  in.iy  Ih^  K.ilhere.l  Iron,  the  p,,-,.  uh.it  w..„ld  |„. 
the  reaction  m  ihe  case  of  sudden  .ind  ra.li.  . 
sta^jcs  i„  th,    p,,„vss  f 

.Not    only    therefore   .1,,,,   a    pn.p.rlv    ,  ,  „„  ,iv  ,,1    pr.-s,.n, ,,,„,„    o| 

hist.,n<-al  fa,-ts  artor.l  an  in,lisp,.„.al,|..  iMsis  I,.,- ,!„.  sa„s,a.„,rv  answer 
to  ,,nv  nil,  IK,  tn., I  ,|iK.s,i,„is  „hi,  h  atis...  ,,s  m  ,|„.  .niwth  and  pre^-nt 
structure  ot  n.od.T,,  s.,cieU  .  luit  i,  ,ill,,nls  ih,-  ,,nlv  sa,ista,-,,>rv  ,1  „  . 
for  testin,^'  the  relative  truth  ,  ,|  ,),..  .i^al  ,u,.,lvs,.s  ,,,  i,„h,.„-ial  an.l 
pohtu-al  s.,c,et.es  ,,t  ,h,-  pr.s,.,,,  ,1,,,,  an.l  ,he  cons,..,,,,.,,,  value  ,,f 
I.ract,.-al    .■.•,,n„n„,-    an,|    p,,li,i,al    pn,Kr.„n,n.s    uhi.h    ,l,.p.,„i   „p,j„ 
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th«-  soundness  of  these  analyses.  It  is  desiral.le.  of  roiirs<',  ili.ii  ih.-re 
may  Ix-  as  littl.-  rti-pnte  as  possible  is  to  what  ii  is  that  historv  leaihes 
with  referen,,  i,,  ihjs  or  that  prol.Um.  It  i>  necessary,  therefore, 
not  only  to  mi  fortli  a  rons<ientious  view  of  historical  fads.  but.  aai 
far  as  possible,  the  actual  tioruments,  or  at  least  the  most  imriortani 
-t  them,  arranged  in  such  a  manner  thai  they  may  U-  the  most  readily 
accessible,  not  only  at  hir^e,  but  in  their  n.itur.il  historical  relations 
with  each  other,  in  poini  <,(  lim,.,  pl.u  e.  and  similar  interests.  It  is 
''""''i'"  "'  'I"-  H""'l  "I  Ili-'-ri.  .1  I'ublications  to  furnish  in  the  case 
ul  Canada  -iK  li  lir-i -ii,,n.  1  In-tori.al  tii.il.-rial  in  il.c  most  readily 
available  form. 

""•  I'lililiratin,,-  ,,|  ilu-  II,,,, Id  hnr  „,,  ,,„■,,, ,|  appcii  In  m.lke, 
and  no  -p<''i.d  niess.iKe  i,,  d.  luvr.  .Vtu.d  n.ition.il  life  presents  many 
contlictiiiK  id.al-.  m.iny  riv.d  interests,  anri  m.my  dilTerent  proK'rammes 
of  action.  Mid  iherefore  a  Rreat  variety  ol  .ictu.il  ex(xriences.  Some  of 
these  Kail.  tli.- e.imf  th<  in.ijority  ,it  one  lime,  some  at  another.  M.inv 
ideas  are  bro.uh.,!  I.iit  h,-  dorm.int,  sometimes  forgotten,  someliines 
k.  pi  alive  by  a  few  aid(  ni  dJMiples.  Then  may  arise  siK-cial  ci..ios 
md  reactions  from  iiimv  pM,„il,ir  rnnrses  which  have  disappointed 
ilic  exix-ctation-  ol  ilu-  iii.ij.,iiu  ,  S||,|,|,.|ilv  prnp,)Mti,,ns  |,,m;  lu'hl  as 
mere  iheorios.  or  more  receiilly  loriniil,,i,Ml,  ,i,  p  iiii,,  i|,c  street  and 
be.-nme  ihc  m.iin-sprim;s  ..f  .irii,,n,  (»li\inn>K.  ,,,,  .i,l,.(iiiatc  docii- 
ni.-iilaiA  lilMurN  will  piVM-nl  .,11  ihr^e  ,,,iilli(tii,y  inra-iin-  \villi,,„i 
fav.im-  ,.r  Mas.  Iv.ivin^  t,,  ih,  Um,Iht,  ihe  sindenl.  ,,r  ihe  inU-lli^eiu 
reader  i,,  nM,li  his  own  ,  ,,ii,  Injuns  as  I.,  their  validilv  or  sii;i,ir„Miice. 
The\  dw.n  I, MM  liirni^h  ilu-  icicrd  ..)  ,A,,,iiriu  c  ihc  Im-I^  ( .1  .ill  wis- 
di  nil. 

<  >UMU  1"  ilu-  |M-(  iiliar  rcl.uiniw  w  liirli  (  .iii.id.i  linri-  I..  I  he  indllu- 
'•"iinlrx  .  boih  ,,s  ,,  Fn-iu  li  ,,nd  as  ,,„  l-.n^li.j,  c.l.uiv,  .ind  ilu-  iK-c.-.-ilv 
lor  a  .-..nM.ini  inUTch,ini.;c  nf  iMfnrm,iti(,ii  .md  insiriuli.m-,  -p.-,  i,d 
facts.  \u-«~,  ,111,1  interest-,  ilu-iv  w,.s  pn.diuvd  ,ind  .lo-imulal.-d  .i 
rem.irk.il.K-  1mi,|v  ,,|  ,1,„  unuiil.iiy  n-,-,,rd-  .nilHxKiny  ihe  ,  hu-i  l.irts 
"f  r,„,,i,li.,n  liisici-N.  Tlur,-  i~  ,,  .^n-.il,-,  x-,,n,  u  lh,,n  mii;hl  he  ex- 
pe.i,-,!.  i„  tlu-  pr.-s,-iil.,ii,,n  ,.|  Ilu-  la.  I-  ,,n.l  vu-w-.  -iiuv  there  were 
--eyer.il  ettective  (-h.iliiu-k.  publi,-  .,n,l  prix.ile.  llinmiih  wlii.  Ii  ihesc 
mi.uhl  Ik-  presenled  and  ,ipp,-,,l-  ,i,,„|,.  ,,,  ,1„.  i„,,„.rial  .mtluirilics. 
Ilui-  in  Ilu-  l.,i,i;  run  iii.,m  .■iirrenls  .  ,f  .■,,|.,iii,,l  litV- were  repiesented  in 
■■";■  !"rm  .,r  ,,n.,ilu-r,  whellu-r  l.,r  .ippn.v.il  or  condemnati.,ii.  in 
■ntuisni  .,:■  ,l,.|rn(v.  Much  I.kmI  ni.ilcri.il.  cniMderable  private  ...r- 
resp.Mulcnc.-,  ,,,i,|  ni.iiiv  ,|.-,ri,)ii\,-  ,„-,-,,unl-  .,1  the  countrv  ,ind  the 
conditiMM  of  Ilu-  pco[)l,-  h,,v,-  l.r,-n  iire-erved  ,uul  recovered.  K.irlv 
newsp.iptrs  .md  pamphlet-,,  ilum^h  jnaiiy  of  them  rare  or  unique,  and 
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c|uitf  M-..titrr,l  in  thtir  IcKaticn.  ,irt   ..Im,  .xt.ii.i  and  fiirni-h  a  vrrv 
ncwssjirx-  almo.ph.T.-  „f  fact  and  .•..mnunt  f„r  th.-  ni.,n-  .vntral  and 
c.ftinai  d.Kununt..    (Kvinv:  i.,  th..  v.-ry  v„lunu-  ..f  this  material,  even 
M.  far  a>  ((.Ikrtid  at  the  Archives  in  Ottaw-h,  and  more  h>  as  scattcr.d 
m  vanoMs  Canadian  wntro..  it   is  possibK-  f„r  onlv  a  wy  liniit.d 
"umlH  r  of  students  t..  cnsult  it.     T,.  ,lo  ,o  requires  at  oncea  Mn.nR 
|KrM,„al  mterest.  a  special  histnri.al  training,  the  niKressarv  leisure, 
and  last,  but  far  from  least,  the  r,(|uisite  means,  to  enal)le  one  at  all 
aderiuately  to  consult  the  documentarv  and  .,(h,r  eviden.v  necessary 
to  satisfactory  results.    The  s.uressf.il  student  nui^t  spen.l  not  n.erely 
W'cks  but  months,  or  even  years.  accordinR  t..  ilu   n,,iure  and  extent 
of  his  researches,  first  in  IrKatinR  and  after^.■ards  in  examining,  com- 
paring  and   transcribing-   ihi-  materi.ds  necessary  for  accurate   l^rst- 
h..,„l  work.     .Neclless  t.,  say,  it  is  still  mon^  .lifticuit  for  those  Uyond 
tlu  limits  of  C  anada.  whether  in  other  r-arts  of  the  British  Kmpire   in 
the  Lnited  States,  or  other  foreinn  countries,  to  avail  tlHnwIves  of 
the  varied   treasures  of  „„r  .Archives.     Ff.   therefore,  our  Canadian 
history  IS  to  be  known  in  authentic  form,  not  onlv  to  our  own  p..onle. 
but  to  the  outside  worl.I,  whose  intercM  in  (.„,.„!..  is  steadily  rising 
It  retiu.res  the  lacilities  for  direct  knr.wU.lKc  t.,  1h.  greatlv  increas,.,!* 
It  is  necessary  to  put  in  avail.ible  f„rm  the  chief  do.umenis  relating 
to  the  various  phases  of  the  coiiniry's  history. 

In  order  that  thesi.  .lucuments  mav  l)e  of  the  Kre.itest  s,.rvice 
It  IS  desirable  that,  in  ad.lition  to  In-ing  arrange,!  chroM.,l„j;ically.  they 
shall  Ik.  cl.iss.fied  according  t..  tlu-  chief  interests  ^^  hi,  h  ucre  developed 
in  the  country.    They  should,  for  instance,  enable  us  to  trace  the  orig- 
inal settlement  of  the  country  with  the  sources  of  its  pop„l.,tion    the 
con.htiun  of  their  arrival,  an.l  th..  terms  of  ,1„  1,  -,  nl.-nunt.  ihe  ..iiKin 
and  growth   of  th,.  v.iriou.  political  in-tiiiui,,,,-,   lu,-.,l   .„„1   j,,.,,,,- ,1 
the  foundation  a.,,1   ..NfMsion   .,|    tra.l.-  nl,,li,,„.   1,,,,),   ,|,,nHMir    .,,,1 
foreign,  the  o,^.n.ng  of  ,h..  „h..u,.  of  transport  and  omnmnncnion 
the  hrst  establishment  an.l  future  growth  of  tl,,-  insinimmt.  ni  rx- 
chaiige.  and   the  public  finances,  etc.      Thi-  arr.uiv;.  nu  n,    ,Mv,,nliMK 
to  the  chiet  national  interests,  is  also  the  most  suitable  aiui  elT.ctive 
lor  cross-referenc*.,  as  in  tracing  the  influenc's  of  these  factors  on  ,.ach 
other.     In  fact  as  many  <  ..mbin.nion^  ,,~  .,re  .IrMrcj  mav  be  n.i.lilv 
ellected  without  confusion. 

Willi'  .  of  course,  only  tlu-  .lo.nnu-nt.  of  p,ini.,rv  impurlaiio.,  or 
contammg  the  fullest  and  most  typical  treatment  of  anv  special  events 
can  b<.  pres<.nte<l  m  full,  reference  to  many  s(.ron<larv  docMm.nts  an<i 
a  few  of  the  more  important  ..xtracts  from  them  will  be  furni-he.!  in 
the   foot-nr,tes;   thu~  enabling   the  do.  ununt-    to  s.rve  as  guides   to 
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further  or  mf.ri-  ck-taili-.l  stinlu-s  <,f  ihr  x.irious  st-ctions  of  Canadian 
Histiiry. 

Tho  volumes  issiK-<l  |,y  thr  Ho.inl  will  lint  of  four.-,!-,  lak.  llu  placx' 
of  (ictaik-d  n-sianhos  l)y  Mu.l.-nt»  of  gpedal  historical  prohU-nw. 
They  should,  howevt-r,  furnish  tho  traini.iK  ground  for  spcrialisis  hy 
prcpariiiK  a  broad  highway  into  tin-  laid  of  original  d<KunK-nts  and 
otlur  first-hand  niati-riais.  <-ti<ouraninK  an  Incrt-asinK  number  of  stu- 
dents to  und.rtaM-  more  detailed  resi-arehes  into  soo.es  of  unexplored 
s«'Ctions  of  Canadian  History.  For  all  such  special  res<ar(  hes  our 
volunus  should  furtii-h  a  general  background  and  a  reliable  atmosphere 
unitniK  an.l  relalini;  the  special  resiarches  to  each  other  and  to  the 
Renernl  history  of  the  co,„mv .  Fhe  general  programme  as  mai)|)ed 
out  is  as  follows: 

I'i'l  I  in    \|,  AND  SoctAi, 

1.  Constitutional  l»«\elopment  to  Confederation 

(a)  Ontario  and  Qiielx-c. 

(b)  Maritime  IVoxinces. 

(c)  Western  I'rn\in((> 

2.  r-:xtern,il  Rcj.itions,  incliulin^  liiuuKlaries. 
'>.    Miliiii  .111.1  I  )cfence. 

4.  Iinmii^r.iiii.n   ind  Scitl.-mrni.  iii<  lu-lliii;  l.,iii(l  Granting. 

5.  Municipal  I  )c\ilu|)Munl. 

6.  Iii.li.in    k.l.,ii,,n,    ,111,1    lAi,l,,i.iii,,ri,    inrjudin-    ..[xTatlons   of 
HMd-nt)V  I{,i\   ,111(1   \Mriliu,-i   ((iiiipanies. 

:.    R.lali(.M>  Ml  (  hiin  li  ,111,1  St.ite.  including  Cleri;>   Kc~cr\es,  etc. 
8.    I-'.iln(Mli,in,  iiicr.iture,  .\ri.  etc. 


1.1  nN,)\:ic 

i.    I'lilili,-  MiMiu  (■  .111,1   r,i\,itii>n. 

2.  Curiciu\-,  H.inkiin;  ,m,|  i-.xcli.ui:;.- 

3.  Trade: 

(a)  Domestic. 
(/')   Foreign. 

4.  Trans|)ortati()n: 

(a)  Shipping,  including  (\inal-,  sliipKnilding,  etc. 
(6)   Highways  .md  R.iilroads. 
(c)    Postal  Devclopnu'iits. 

5.  .Agriciillurc. 

6.  Fi>lierit's,  niaiiiic  .md  inland. 

'.    liHluslry:  I.iIm.im-.   ni.innl.icluring,   kuubciiny,   milling,  etc. 
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The  i)tirp<w,.>  aitiud  al  in  -.ctlini;  forth  so  larKc  a  proj;rainnic  in 
.mK.hkv  ,ir.-  chiclK  thcM':  i  irM,  it  will  -..-rw  to  avoid  <|,,u!,t  ,,„!  p„s- 
mI.Ic  contiir-ion  ill  tho  dassifiratioii  nl  .l.u  uiiiciit-  to  know  what  an- 
till-  yarioii-  -I'ltioiis  under  which  th<y  may  W-  Kri)ii|>t(;.  riiu,,  ^^,]u  n 
one  IS  lonipti'd  to  incorporate  an  important  Imt  onlv  partialh   rclaUil 


doriimini 


HI    ain    \rilumi'   111    prci>aration   al    a    ^iveii    time,   on,-   ran 


-afclv  M-l  it  a-idc,  kimwiiv^  ih,;t  it  will  Inid  more  ap|)ropriaIe  place 
111  aiioil,,  r  \ohime  iv-,  r\,d  loi  ih.  Iiiniiv^  Secondly,  in  ^oinK'  throut;ii 
the  masses  ol  miscellaneous  maniiscriin  docinnenl-.  it  will  a'conipiisa 
a  \'ery  i^reat  savim,'  of  time  for  the  future,  if  on.  can  note  and  classify 
tor  siil.se.ine  t  reference  those  d..cimu'iil-  uliicii  are  not  of  special 
interest  to  the  siilijeci  in  hand,  hut  which  .nr  certain  to  l,e  ,,f  ,peci,il 
importance  for  other  \oliinies  to  follow. 

^  riie  docmnmi-  will  Ke  i;i\eii  from  ilie  iiio-i  .uitluiitic  sources 
availaMc  .111.1  ill  (he  KuiKUaKe  in  which  llu-\  wen-  prep.ired  or  oIlici.ilK 
presented.  Ic  ihe  laiiili-h  edition  ihe  l-rench  documents  will  he 
Riven  in  the  ori.^in.,1  I,,,,  „ill  l„.  fnllou^d  Ky  .m  Kni;lish  Ir.m-lation, 
while  in  the  French  edition  the  ori.uinal  IVenrh  docimuni .  -  111  ,vni,,iii' 
unaltered  while  the  Knglish  document-  will  .ippe.ir  in  l-uncli  tr.iii- 
i.itions. 

Apart   from  the  re\  i-ion  ,md  rei-sne  ,,f  the  first  volume  of  Con- 
stitutional   Docimunl-.    \:-?«   1791,   for  some   time  oi.i   ,,f   print,  and 
now  iie.irim;  .-ompletion,  the  new  -.ulijcct-   at    ptv-eiii   in   prep.ir'ation 
.ire  three  in  nuniher.      First,  die  largest  .md  in  -onie  n-pect-  the  ,n.,st 
important,  is  th.il  of  the  ori^dnal  -ettlemeiil   of  the  v.irioii-  -eciion- 
of  Canada.     This  will  de.il   uiih    the  -mrce-  ,,f  ,.ur  popul,iii,,n,   the 
occasion  ->f  the  comiiii;  to  thi-  c(.untry,     ihe    inducements  and  a-isl- 
ance  alTorded  I,y  the  government,  as  aKo  the  restrictions  imposed  <.n 
certain    alien-,    the    term-   on    which    l.iiid-   were    ,:;r.mt.<!.    ,md    the 
variation    from    time    to    time   ol    the-e    lerm-   .md    c  mditi.ins.     Thi- 
is  .1  larue  and  complex  -uhjeci  ,,nd  the  do,  nment-  rehitiuK  t.i  it  will 
fill  several  voltmieN  hut   it   i-  ftiiidamont.il   I,,  ih,.  -iu,l\    ,,f  ,,11  ,,uu-r 
phases  of  Canadi.m  History  .  Th.- -<■(■,, nd  i-  ili,- ,-oii-tiiiiii,.n.il  ,le\,l,,p- 
ment  of  the  earliest    KuKli-h  .i,lniini-tr,il  i.  m   in   Cii.i,!,,,  that  n.imely 
in  .\ov.i  S<<,lia,  which  ..riijinalh  covered  the  three  m.iritime  i)ro\  inces. 
This  lurnishes  the  necessary  link   hetween   the  e.irli.T  constitutional 
orKani/ali,.n,  in  the  various  ly[,es  of  Riiti-h  Col.mi.il   i;-i,ihli-hm,nts 
in  Ami  ric.i.  .tn<l  the  I, iter  administration  in  ( '.inad.i  .itter  the  C.,n(|uest, 
aiul   -till    l,,i,r   in    I5rili-h    Cilumhi.i   .in,l    tin-    \,,rthwe-t    Territories,' 
oriKinally    occ.-pied    h>     ili,-     ll,ids,,n's    H.u     C,„np,mv.     Ttf    c,,m- 
Fi!-'ion  of  this  treatmeiu   will  ,-,.,|„i,e  th,-  pn-,iu,iii,„i' ,,|  il„.  Fivnih 
ConstKUtitmal  1 »,  \,l,,pn.eiit  i,,  •'   •  p,ri,„l-  ,,|  the  Liking;  ,Aer  ol  the 
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